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Moving I-75 Forward FAQs

Q. Why are the improvements needed?

A. The need for improvements on I-75 has been well documented over the years. Improvements
are needed in the short and long term to address multiple transportation-related needs.

Today, I-75 experiences a total closure once every nine days, and at least one lane is closed
every 13 hours for an average period of three hours due to crashes.

In addition to our residents, I-75 is one of our most used tourist corridors — with 15 percent of
all Florida visitors arriving by car using I-75 to reach their destination.

It's also a critical route for the movement of freight, with 20 percent of all trips made by trucks
along the Central Florida stretch of the interstate.

Additionally, I-75 is essential during hurricane evacuations, during which we can see traffic
volumes up to 10 times higher than typical.

The accelerated |-75 improvements will provide benefits to roadway users for the next 15-20
years. We know this area is growing rapidly, and we will continue to evaluate additional projects
that could provide long-term benefits to the I-75 corridor and the traveling public.

Q. What is an auxiliary lane?

A. An auxiliary lane is an extra lane connecting the on and off ramps between two consecutive
interchanges. The additional lane provides drivers wanting to merge onto the interstate a longer
distance to do so and helps reduce bottlenecks caused by drivers attempting to enter or exit the
interstate. By improving traffic flow and minimizing slowdowns, the auxiliary lane also increases
the overall capacity and efficiency of the corridor.

Q. What improvements are you making to I-75 mainline?

A. The I-75 improvements include the construction of auxiliary lanes between S.R. 44 and S.R.
326, which will provide additional capacity along the mainline as well as safer conditions for
those entering and exiting 1-75.

Auxiliary-lane improvements are within the existing 300-foot I-75 right of way.

Auxiliary lanes are ramp-to-ramp connections on the highway that reduce congestion by giving
drivers more space and time to merge safely.
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Once completed, the auxiliary lanes are expected to reduce travel delays by 96% in the
northbound direction and 88% in the southbound direction.

With the addition of auxiliary lanes, several existing bridges and overpasses along the corridor
will need to be widened or replaced to accommodate the additional lanes.

Bridge widening will occur at the S.R. 44 overpass.
Bridge replacement will occur on C.R. 462, C.R. 475 (Royal), SW 66th Street and NW 63rd Street.
Q. What improvements are you making at the S.R. 40 interchange?

A. FDOT will be improving the S.R. 40 and S.R. 326 interchanges to reduce congestion and
improve access to local communities.

Improvements include the following:

« Crosswalks to improve safety for pedestrians and to provide continuous pedestrian facilities
throughout the corridor

- Additional storage for I-75 entrance-ramp approaches in both directions to reduce backups on
S.R. 40

« Dual left-turn lanes and improved right-turn lanes at the exit ramps to reduce the chances for
backup onto I-75

Q. What improvements are you making at the S.R. 326 interchange?
A. Improvements include the following:

« A dual-displaced left-turn lane is being proposed to improve left-turn efficiency and reduce
conflict points for westbound S.R. 326 traffic accessing I-75.

* A new signalized intersection at business entrances on the east side of the interchange,
consolidating the entrances for the area gas stations

+ Channelized dual right-turn and left-turn lanes under signal control at the I-75 northbound
exit-ramp approach

« Left-turn lane for the I-75 southbound exit-ramp approach
« Additional lane for the I-75 northbound entrance-ramp approach

» Medians for left- and right-turn movements on the east side of the interchange
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Q: What is the future plan for this corridor?

A: The I-75 project includes accelerated operational improvements. We are experiencing rapid
growth in many areas of the state. As we look at the projected increases in traffic and land use
around 1-75, we will continue to examine the needs and long-term solutions for the corridor.
Future studies will determine what those improvements look like. This is a critically important
transportation corridor in the state, and we remain committed to ensuring safe mobility.

Q: When will you complete the project?

A: With funding for the I-75 improvements from Gov. DeSantis's Moving Florida Forward
Initiative, construction began in 2025 and is estimated to last three to five years. Construction
from S.R. 44 to S.R. 200 (Financial Project ID No. 452074-2) began in February 2025, and
construction from S.R. 200 to S.R. 326 (FPID No. 452074-1) began in November 2025.

Q: Will noise walls be a part of this project?

A: A noise analysis was conducted as part of the project development and environment (PD&E)
study to determine whether noise barriers are necessary. Based on this analysis, a noise wall will
be installed along an approximately one-mile stretch on the east side of the highway from mile
marker 343 to 344. These decisions are based on several factors, including the noise level that
residents can expect to experience and the number of residents who would benefit from the
installation of a noise wall.

Q: Is the 1-75 at 49th Street interchange part of this project?

A: Yes, the proposed new interchange on I-75 at Northwest 49th Street in Marion County is part
of this project. (FPID No. 452074-1).

This new diverging diamond interchange is part of a 13.6-mile regional corridor improvement
that will connect several major distribution centers, the World Equestrian Center and Ocala
International Airport. This interchange will create new opportunities for the Ocala area by
building infrastructure needed to support a new Buc-ee's location, reducing traffic congestion at
other Ocala-area interchanges and expanding access to |-75 for two industrial and commercial
development complexes. The new Buc-ee’s location is the third to be built in Florida and will
consist of an 80,000-square-foot travel center with 120 fuel pumps and more than 720 parking
spaces for visitors. Completion of this interchange is tentatively scheduled for 2028.

At a meeting of the Senate Appropriations Committee on Transportation, Tourism and Economic
Development on Jan. 15, 2025, FDOT Secretary Jared Perdue said, “This is also a huge economic


https://www.cflroads.com/project/452074-2
https://www.cflroads.com/project/452074-1
https://www.cflroads.com/project/452074-1
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engine for this region. There is a new interchange that was actually planned for this area in
Ocala, Marion County. It's known as the SW 49th Street interchange. You may have seen Buc-
ee's is already planning to come in there. We were just in the right-of-way acquisition phase,
and the land-development plans have already taken off because this area is just booming with
economic development. And so, because we funded this I-75 project, we were able to advance
that 49th Street interchange too and build it with the I-75 Forward projects. We're really excited
about this opportunity.”



